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Regulator for GM organisms to induct more experts for
faster approvals
Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee bids to undertake wider consultation to avoid
controversy and smoothen the clearance process
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New Delhi: With increasing number of applications being received seeking clearances for
veterinary vaccines, food, feed and processed foods, India’s regulator for genetically modiﬁed
organisms (GMOs) has now decided to expand its pool of experts to smoothen the process.
The issue was discussed in a meeting of the regulator, Genetic Engineering Appraisal
Committee (GEAC), whose minutes were reviewed by Mint.
“The committee deliberated and discussed regarding the increasing number of applications
being received by the GEAC requesting for various types of approvals like veterinary
vaccines, food/feed and processed foods etc … it was recommended that a panel of experts
to be constituted and whenever required, those experts to be consulted for review of
applications,” said the minutes of the meeting.
As per the minutes, in the August meeting of the GEAC itself, at least eight such proposals
were placed before the committee seeking approval for vaccines.
For instance, Serum institute of India Pvt Ltd (SIIPL) sought clearance for phase III clinical
trial application of a vaccine for tuberculosis while Ceva India Pvt Ltd sought permission for
import of a poultry vaccine from the US and marketing in India.
Of the eight applications, seven were approved by the GEAC.
The panel, however, advised all seven applicants whose applications were cleared to
approach the ministry of agriculture for further approvals.
Also Read: Politics around GM mustard issue heats up
“The applicant should also approach the department of animal husbandry dairy and
ﬁsheries, ministry of agriculture and Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) for seeking
further approvals as per prevailing Indian laws,” the minutes said.
A senior ofﬁcial of the Union ministry of environment, forest and climate change (MoEFCC),
who did not wished to be identiﬁed, said , “The GEAC’s effort is to undertake wider
consultation from all experts to avoid controversy of any kind and smoothen the clearance
process.”
“The pool of experts drawn from all ﬁelds will be very helpful in the clearance process and
would add value to work of existing experts in the GEAC,” the MoEFCC ofﬁcial added.
The issue of GM crops has been a contentious issue in India. It ﬂared up a few years ago
during the tenure of Jairam Ramesh as the environment minister, when he had to put a
moratorium on commercialization of Bt brinjal, under pressure from non-governmental
organizations and activists.

At present, the controversy is revolving around application for allowing commercialization
of GM mustard which has been developed by Delhi University’s Centre for Genetic
Manipulation of Crop Plants. If GM mustard gets the green light from the GEAC, it will
become the ﬁrst transgenic food crop to be commercially cultivated in India.
Presently, only GM cotton is cultivated in the country.
The GEAC on 5 September made public a safety assessment report prepared by one of its
sub-committees which stated that GM mustard technology has been found to be “safe for
food/feed and environment”.
The panel has invited comments till 5 October and will take a ﬁnal decision on allowing
commercialization after it receives comments from the general public and other
stakeholders on the safety assessment report.
But since then the politics around the issue has heated up.
Activists are also alleging that the data released in the report is incomplete and difﬁcult to
access, and that the one-month review period is too short.
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