GM seeds key to food
security: Javadekar
Panel set up by Environment Ministry to take a call on GM mustard
S p e c ia l C o r r e s p o n d e n t
NEW DELHI: Environment Min
ister Prakash Javadekar has
said the use of genetically
modified (GM) technology
for seeds is important for im
proving agricultural produc
tivity and food security. He
said 18 field trials, testing var
ious kinds of GM seeds, were
under way but the govern
ment would take a consid
ered view on releasing genet
ically modified mustard.
GM mustard, likely to be
the first food-related trans
genic crop and developed as
part of a research collabora
tion involving scientists at
Delhi University, sits at an in
flexion point with critics al
leging that such technologies
are unfit for human con
sumption and proponents ar
guing that such technology is

critical for India’s future.
“India’s agricultural pro
ductivity is among the low
est [among nations] ... sci
ence and technology has to
be encouraged for this,” Mr.
Javadekar said at a press
event organised to mark two
years of the National Demo
cratic Alliance regime.

Committee set up
The Environment Minis
try had constituted a Genetic
Engineering Appraisal Com
mittee comprising biotech
nologists, ecologists and so
ciologists to take a call on
GM mustard.
Mr. Javadekar said the gov
ernment was mooting a new
Bill to impose strict fines and
even jail terms for those vio
lating industrial pollution
norms.
A senior official in the

Ministry told The Hindu that
the Civil Penalties Bill was in
the process of being re
viewed after a round of com
ments and would soon be
presented to the Union Cabi
net for approval. The Bill
would also have a provision
to impose heavy penalties on
government agencies, local
bodies and state-run institu
tions.

5 municipalities sued
Last week, Mr. Javadekar
said his Ministry — which
had a system of electronical
ly monitoring industrial
units along the Ganga and
noting those that exceeded
prescribed norms — had
sued five municipalities in
Uttar Pradesh in the Nation
al Green Tribunal for not im
plementing sewage treat
ment measures.

