App for farmers rewarded at
ICRISAT hackathon
N. R a v i K

well as transporters, all in an
area of 40-45 km. It would fa
cilitate price discovery for the
farm product and serve as a
w indow
on
w eather
information.
A part from the prize m oney
of $ 2000, the w inning team
gets an opportunity to avail
business and sector specific
m entorship services w ith THub to develop their idea into
a viable product.

um ar

An application to
connect farm producers w ith
markets and prospective
buyers in the neighbourhood
has em erged the w inner at
the Hack4Farming hackathon
in ICRISAT here.
In all 11 teams, w ith m ost of
them com prising eight m em 
bers, participated in the twoday event organised by the
prem ier institution in associ
ation w ith Microsoft, T-Hub
incubator and aW here of the
US from Thursday.
T he w inning team 'DAReDigital Agri. Rural eM arketing' was m ade up of six p er
sons from the ICRISAT and
two m entors from Microsoft.
Four of the six are research
scholars.
HYDERABAD:

Technology tools

Good ideas
A nnouncing the w inner on
Friday, D irector General of
the International Crop Re
search Institute for the SemiArid Tropics (ICRISAT) Da
vid Bergvinson said partici
pants o f the hackathon
subm itted very good ideas re
lated to agriculture and asso

TECH SUPPORT: Microsoft India R&D managing director Anil Bhansali, ICRISAT Director General
David Bergvinson, announcing the winners of Hack4farming hackathon for future of agricultural
developm ent in India at ICRISAT in Hyderabad on Friday. -PHOTO: K.V.S. GIRI

ciated areas.
Shalander Kumar of the
ICRISAT and the system
m odeller of the w inning team

said that the focus was on de
vising a digital solution to
help farm ers realise good
price for their produce and

cut dow n on the transaction
cost they incurred now. The
cloud-based app will connect
farm ers to markets, buyers as

M icrosoft India R&D Pvt.
Ltd. M anaging D irector Anil
Bhansali said that the IT major,
w hose technology tools pow 
ered the hackathon, was keen
on strengthening its p artn er
ship w ith the ICRISAT.
Agriculture, according to
Rama Iyer, senior vice-presi
dent of T-Hub, is one area
w here technology could make
a big impact.
Mr. Bergvinson said "Digital
technology can accelerate the
pace o f developing and deliv
ery sustainable and equitable
solutions to sm allholder farm 
ers and in doing so enable us to
achieve the Sustainable Devel
opm ent Goals before 2030".

