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ALITTLE TWIST No direct mention of land acquisition or the
new bill that Cong & farmers are opposing, in Modi’s speech

Farmerismy
Strength, says
Prime Minister

Sowmya.Aji@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi sought to counter
the opposition’s charges of being
anti-farmer and anti-poor by list-
ing out schemes that his govern-
ment had introduced to help both
sectors and contending that his
“neeyat” (commitment) would en-
sure that earnings would go into
the hands of the common manand
notthe coffersof therich.

“The farmer ismy strength,” he
told acheering crowd in the saffron
stronghold of Basavanagudi here
on Friday after a brain-storming
session of the BJP’s national exec-
utive, which discussed the land ac-
quisition bill and how to “correct”
the perception of ruralIndia about
the party’s pro-poor intentions.
Moditold therallythat nourbanite
f— would want the
Nitish govt in farmernotto havg
Bihar is jungle water and 24x7
raj-2, says powersupply
BJPpresident; Modi said the
Shahunveils Lradhan Mantri
partystrategy ggésahnlas 1\3;1;5‘ al
for Bihar polls trend-setter for
irrigatingfarm land. The Centre,
he said, also introduced soil
health cards and a scheme for
tree-plantation as boundaries
between fields rather than fenc-
es. There was no direct mention
of land acquisition or the new
bill that Congress and farmer or-
ganisations are opposing.
Instead, Modi was bitter that the
opposition was making political
fodder out of farmers’ issues.

Party president Amit Shah, inthe
inaugural address to the national
executive, issaid to have pointed to
the direction BJP would take by at-
tacking Congress on its ‘anti-farm-
er’ policies over the past 60 years.

@ co FINDRAHUL

There are no
O issues for Con-
b gress toraise.
Instead of raising fiction-

al and non-issues, the
party should look out for
their missing leader

AMIT SHAH B.P President

“Itiswe who have taken upfarmer-
friendly measures. There are sev-
eralof them in ourbill. Congressis
spreading misinformation on the
issue,” Union minister Prakash
Javadekar quoted Shah assaying.
Shah also referred to Congress
veep Rahul Gandhi’s absence. He
said: “There are no issues for
Congress to raise. Instead of rais-
ing fictional and non-issues, the
party should look out for their
missing leader.” Shah also un-
veiled BJP’s strategy for Bihar as-
sembly polls, which are likely in
October. He called JD(U) govern-
ment in Bihar, led by former BJP
ally Nitish Kumar, “jungle raj-2”.

UNDER ATTACK

Stop Politics

of Jumlas:
CongtoShah

@ COME TO POINT
[t would be
{| better if Shah
&7 leaves poli-
tics of jumlas’ &tell the
nation where has black
money gone, when
will ‘achhhe din’ come

AICC Communication Dept Chairman

@ TALK ON ISSUES
When will
& ¢ Shahlearnto
40 be graceful!
Do we ask them where
has PM's wife gone?
Why can't BJP leaders
discuss national issues?

AICC Spokesperson
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